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Release of Record of Degrees for the Year 2020

A convocation ceremony is an important occasion

in every student's academic life. It is that day when all

been issued to the Chairman, PG Council, and

Principals of respective constituent and affiliated

the hard work, dedication, commitment, and collegesofBerhampurUniversity.

enthusiasm of the student pay off and they dream for
getting dressed in fraditional academic regalia with
a convocation stole and walking up the stage with
the prestigious convocation file. In principle, it is held
annually at every educational institute. However,
due to the ongoing pandemic Covid-19, it was not
held in the year 2020 at Berhampur University (BU).
Since convocation could not be held due to the
BU

approved the issue of cerfificates to all eligible

prevailing pandemic, Hon'ble Chancellor,

students, who have completed their courses and
qualified in the respective examinations conducted
for the session 2019-20. In all, 18474 certificates
including 7 D.Sc./ D.Litt,, 10 M.Phil., 70 Ph.D.. and
remaining UG and PG degrees were awarded by BU
in 2020.

The 'Record of Degrees' of Berhampur University for
the year 2020 was released on 18" July 2021 at 12.00
hrs in virtual mode by using Cisco Webex. The event
was chaired by Prof. Govind J. Chakrapani, Vice-
Chancellor, BU and he spoke about the perspective
of this event. In addition Registrar, Deputy Register,
Controller of Examinations, Assistant Registrar, and
other concerned officers grace the occasion
physically following all the Covid-19 guidelines. Also,
all the principals, staff members, and faculty
members of PG departments, BU parficipated in the
event through online mode and some of them
highlighted the importance of the said event. After
the release of the record of degrees, the certificates

have

Secretary
AABU
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Activities of the Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC)

The 1QAC is committed to work towards

maintenance of quality standards in all facetfs of
academics in the University. It is actively engaged in
organizing invited lectures, seminars, workshops on
various topics for the academic edification of the
faculty members as well as students. In order to
encourage interdisciplinary research, the IQAC has
infroduced lecture series by the internal faculty
members as well as researchers from other
organizations under a program called “Know Your
Colleagues' Research (KYCR}". Some of the events
conducted virtually in the last couple of months are
as follows:

Event#1(25" June 2021)

Topic:Workshop/Demo on Grammeirfy tcol

A workshop/demo was organized in collaboration
with the Cenfral Library on the use of Grammarly ool
whichis being used by premier instifutions fo meet the
publication standards of reputed journals by ensuring
proper use of English language and performing the
required plagiarism checks. It was of immense value
to the faculty members, research schelars and PG
students of the University.

Event#2 (26" June 2021)

Speaker: Prof S N Misra, KIIT University
Topic: "Right to Privacy and Data Protection Law:

Issues & Way Forward”

The IT Act of 2000 was a watershed to pre-empt
cybercrimes and promote e-commerce. The latest IT
Act 2021 seeks to enjoin upon social intfermediaries to
disclose the source of a message if it offends public
order and sovereignty. This has been challenged on
the ground of infringing on right to Privacy. The

lecture dealt with these conflicting

perspectives and the larger challenge of putting in
place a proper Data Protection Law in India.

Event #3 (28" June 2021)

Speaker: Mr. Abhimanyu Pradhan, Assistant
Librarian, R P Padhy Library

Topic: Workshop on Turnitin and Ouriginal

A Workshop on Turnitin and Ouriginal (formerly
known as Urkund) was organized for the Faculty
members, Research scholars, and students to know
the use of these two plagiarism detection software
and acqudaint the users about different
options/features available with the tools.

Event#4 (29" June 2021)

Speaker: Professor Hrushikesha Mohanty, Vice-

Chancellor, KHT University
Topic: Looking Differentily but Together: An Essence

of Interdisciplinary Research

Current times see fogetherness more through
individual's experfise for responding to the
challenges of the times and in it a university has its
role to play being true to its name on bringing unity in

diversity; so the attention has turned to

interdisciplinary research in the quest of excellence

for all the stakeholders of a university. The speaker
spoke from his experiences and set the stage for
discussion on the importance of inter-disciplinary

researchin auniversity eco-system.
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Event #5: KYCR Lecture Series - Lecture #1(16" July

2021)

Speaker: Prof.

Chancellor, Berhampur University
Topic: Rivers- The Natural Supply Chain

Govind J Chakrapani, Vice-

Abstract:

materials fransport such as water, sediments and

Rivers are the natural pathways for
nutrients etc. from continents to oceans. The Indian
sub-continent with the mighty Himalaya acting as a
water tower of the world is origin to some of the
largest rivers of the world such as, the Ganga,
Bhramaputra, Yangtze, Mekong etc. These rivers
fransport enormous amounts of sediments to the
adjacent oceansin a non-stop motion over millions of
years. Of late, human interference has altered the
river transport and supply of materials, over space
and time. Similar to any supply chain, rivers also
require management in terms of source materials,
transport capacity, quality aspects, demand, supply,
and alteration mechanisms. During his talk, the

speaker fried to build ideas for collaborative research

intherelated areas.

Event #6: KYCR Lecture Series - Lecture #2 (24" July

2021)
Speaker: Dr. Tapan Kumar Barik, Assistant Professor,

Dept. of Zoology, Berhampur University
Topic: Management of Mosquito Menace

Mosquitoes are potential vectors of several
pathogens for certain diseases like malaria, dengue,
chikungunya, Japanese encephalitis, yellow fever,

Zikafeveretc. presenting thus a notable menace to

public health. Despite extensive researchin the field
of vaccine development for such diseases, till now,
no effective vaccine is available for use and
therefore, mosquito vector control remains the
cornerstone for the control of such vector-borne
diseases. The Indian vector control programme is
reliant on chemical insecticides. Indiscriminate use
of chemical insecticides has impelled undesired
toxicity on non-target life forms and the
development of insecticide resistance in mosquito
vectors. The alternative options for present day
vector control i.e biological, phytochemical,

microbial, genetic, and environmental

management were discussed.

Bvent #7: KYCR Lecture Series - Lecture #3 (30" July

2021)
Speaker: Dr. Rabindra Kishore Mishra, Professor of

Electronic Science, Berhampur University

Topic: Tactical Deceits: A Strategic Overview

The falk dealt with day-to-day knowledge of
motion, electricity and opfics, and went on to
introduce the coneept of field as the basis of optics
and epfical phenomena. It also dealt with the
principle of manipulating fields, and few strategic
applications of these principles in tactical
deployments. It also discussed on how to deceive
enemy in electronic warfare using the concepfts so

developed.

Event #8: KYCR Lecture Series - Lecture #4 (6" August

2021)
Speaker: Dr. Diptimayee Mishra, Assistant Professor,

Department of Economics, Berhampur University

Topic: Migrarian Livelihood: Issues and Challenges

The term “Migrarian” combines migration and
agriculture which are the two major livelihood
options for a rural agrarian economy. The talk
focused on the rural economy of Odisha. The
growing risk involved in the agriculture sector and

the inability of the farming households to sustain with
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farming alone have given rise to this migrarian
livelihood. Migration can be viewed as a specific
form of adaptation which is being adopted by the
individuals and households particularly in the
developing countries to cope with the climate
induced risk in agriculture. Although the domestic
remittances have been increasing since 1990s in
Odisha,

unemployment in agriculture) poor safeguards of

large scale unemployment (disguised
labour interests and lack of a proper policy stand on
migration have given way to a perverse migrant
labour economy. This became quite evident with the
plight of large scale reverse migration with the
outbreak of COVID 19 and subsequent lockdown.
The issues related to this induced migration and the
alternative ways to reduce their vulnerability were
highlighted.

Event #9: KYCR Lecture Series- Lecture #5 (13" August

2021)
Speaker: Dr. Sukanta Kumar Tripathy, Professor of

Physics, Berhampur University
Topic: Interdisciplinary Research at the Center of

Excellence, Berhampur University

Of

emphasized in the institutes of higher education. The

late, Interdisciplinary Research is being
speaker highlighted the interdisciplinary resecrch
activities undertaken by the Centre of Excellence,
Berhampur University in the broad crea of Nano
Science and Technology. The talk also focused on
invasive and noninvasive glucose sensing using
Digital Holographic Microscopy (DHM) and Prism

configuration, justifying the importance of

A~

INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH
CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE, BERHAMPUR UNIVERSITY.

Sasiarts & Tripatiy
Centre of Excellente in MamoScience and Toch Sor daveiopmert of seneor.
BERHAHPUR UNIVERSITY, uaujm OOISHAINDIA

interdisciplinary research for the development of

prototype of such sensors.

Event #10: KYCR Lecture Series - Lecture #6 (217

August 2021

Speaker: Dr. Laxmidhar Rout, UGC-Assistant

Professor, Berhampur University
Topic: Strategy for Synthesis of Anti-Cancer and

Anti-Malaria Medicine: From Laboratory to

Medicine Store

Brutal diseases such as Cancer and Malaria are
major health issues in the 21" century across the
world affecting high ill impact on physical and
economical conditions of the patients. Though
different anficancer and antimalaria drugs were
developed by different company, the existing drugs
have low strain and resistance with various side
effects. So, modification of existing drugs is highly
crucial in order to improve pharmacokinetics of
new and convoluted forms of diseases. Complexity
of diseases forces the synthefic organic chemists,
medicinal chemist, biochemist and
pharmaceutical companies to discover novel small
molecule which can modulate biomolecules to
control these diseases. The talk covered how the
synthetic organic chemist controls all the diseases
through organic synthesis by discovering medicines
and saves human lives which was evident during
COMD-pandemic situation by speed synthesis of

medicines.

Event #11: KYCR Lecture Series - Lecture #7 (27"

August2021)
Speaker: Sakti Ranjan Dash, Assistant Professor,

Department of Commerce, Berhampur University
Topic: Visualizing Bibliometric Networks

Bibliometric is a method that includes statistical
analysis of published literature and citations therein
to measure their impact. This analysis helps the
scholars to uncover the emerging trends in any field

of research, identify knowledge gaps, derive new
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ideas for investigation, and position their contribution
to the area. The idea of visualizing bibliometric
networks is often referred to as “science mapping.” A

bibliometric network consists of nodes and edges. t I
The nodes can be, forinstance, publications, journals, n e r n a
researchers, or keywords, insfitutions etc. The edges
indicate relations between pairs of nodes. The most
commonly studied types of relations are citation
relations, keyword co-occurrence relations, and co-
authorship relations. In the case of citation relations, a
further distinction can be made between direct

citation relations, co-citation relations, and

bibliographic coupling relations. Bibliometric

uality

networks are usually weighted networks, where the
edges not only indicate whether there is a relation
between two nodes but alo the strength of the
relation. The speaker demonstrated various
procedure of visuadlizing bibliometric networks
through VOSviewer software, and extraction of data
from Google Scholar and Scopus database which
can be used for bibliometric analysis.

Event#12 (12" August202]) ss u ra n ce
Speaker: Sri Dilip Kumar Samantaray, IRAS(R), MD;

Indian Railways

Topic: Inculcating Sports Culture: A Roadmap

Sri Dilip Kumar Samantray is a senior officer in the

Indian Railways. In spite of his busy schedule he has

been a passionate promoter of sports and sports

persons. Out of his long association with sports in

different capacities, he shared his experience of

sports culiure in the stafe. He highlighted the e

importance of sports in the present context and

encouraged the participants fo consider sports as a

profession. He also emphasized the need for

institutional support to develop successful sports

persons.

Director, IQAC
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Teacher’s Day Celebration and Inauguration of Bhanja Samachar, 2021

Occosions are many and each celebration is a
perfect time for amplifying the relations. One such
occasion that celebrates the pious relationship
between students and teachers is teachers' day. The
day is celebrated in memory of the great teacher Dr.
S. Radhakrishnan in all the educational institutions
throughout the country. Each year the teachers' day
was celebrated in the individual departments of
Berhampur University. However, this year in addition
to this it is also celebrated centrally in the senate hall
“Research, Consultancy,
(RCII)
Berhampur University on 5" September 2021 at 12.00

organized by fthe

Innovation and Incubation section”,
Noon. Prof. Govind J. Chakrapani, Vice-Chancellor,
BU chaired the program and highlighted the
importance of teacher, humanity, and its relevance
to teachers' day celebration. Prof. Gouri Sankar
Tripathi, former professor of Physics, BU became the
chief guest of the program. He delivered a talk on
“Relevance of Dr. S. Radhakrishnan's Philosophy on
Education in 21" Century". He also addressed the
gathering the importance of science and correlated
it with philosophy. The importance ef "Bhagbat Gita"
and its relevance to science, philosophy is also
discussed. Prof. Tripathi wisely explained the
difference between a Teacher' and 'Guru' which is
cherished by the audience. He was felicitated by the
honorable vice-chancellor. Prof. Sukanta Tripathy,
Director RCII infroduced the chief guest and Prof.
Manas Ranjan Patra gave vote of thanks. All the
faculty members, students, officers attended the
program. It was also live streamed on You Tube. On
the sideline of the program, the e-newsletter of
was also

Bhanja Bihar i.e., 'Bhanja Samachar

inaugurated by the chief guest and other dignitaries
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On the dice. It reflected different recent activities of

Berhampur University e.g. CPET-2021, visit of
principal secretary, HED to Bhanja Bihar, fit India
book

publication, UG & PG online examinations,

freedem run, publication of BhanjaBasi,

publication of PhD, and D.Sc. degrees etc. All the
participants hailed the event and wish for

continuation the same in the coming days.

BERHAMPUR uNIVERS
Day 2
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Secretary
AABU
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In Focus:

Alumni Association,
P.G. Department of Botany
Berhampur University, Bhanja Bihar, Odisha

Background

The Department of Botany, Berhampur University was
established in the year 1969. The department was
started with the leadership of late Prof. Harihar
Pattanaik. Initially the department starfed
functioning with an intake capacity of 16 students at
M.Sc. course and subsequently the number was
increased to 40. Later the department started
offering course in M. Phil. with an intake capacity of
12 students. Since its inception and the pass out of 1*
batch students in the year 1271, the dlumni members
met in different forum. The Alumni Association,
Department of Botany, Berhampur University, has
been established in the year 2016 with the basic
objectives to encourage, moftivate and counsel the
current students of the department for career
building, to felicitate and award meritorious students
of the department, to extend financial and moral
help to the needy members of the Association, to
felicitate members retiring from their active services
on superannuation, and to give ovation fo the
members for their outstanding contributions in the
field of Science and to the society at large. The
activities and achievements of members of the
alumni association have been highlighted in an
annual bulletin “Phytoseminario” which is published

everyyearsince, 2016.
General/Executive Body

The annual reunion of the general body shall meet at
least once a year in the Department of Botany,
Berhampur University, preferably Last Sunday of
January every year. The Association has a President,
a Vice-president, a Secretary, two Joint-Secretaries,

aTreasurer, an Executive Body comprising of at least

the

executive body members of the association are

15 members, and an Advisory Body. All
elected by the General body on its Annual meet for
a period of one year. The Advisory Body constituted
from time fo time as per the suggestions of the
General Body. The Executive Body has the power to
tfake any decision subject fo the subsequent
ratfification in the next General Body meeting. The
Association has selected/elected Prof.
Sachhidanand Padhi as President, Dr. A. Leelaveni,
as Vice-president, Dr. Safish Prasad Nayak as
Secretary, Dr. B. K. Mohanty as Joint Secretary and
Dr. Further the

Association is having an execufive body with

Mrutyunjay Jena as Treasurer.

members like, Dr. Bandana Panigrahi, Dr. Bhaskar
Padhi, Dr. Prabhat Ranjon Mohanty, DR. Sarita Das,
DrSwarmnalata Pattanaik, Dr. A. K. Panigrahi, Dr.
Deepak Patnaik, Dr. Prasanna Gantayat, Dr. Umesh
K. Sahu, Dr. Dilip K. Mchapatra, Dr. Sudhakar Dash,
Dr. A. K. Pathak, Cr.B. B. Panda, Dr. M. K. Mishra, Dr. S.
P. Adhikary, Dr. . B. Padhy, Dr. P. K. Patnaik, Dr. S. K.

Dash, Dr. Aruna Patnaik, Mr Srimant Patra.

Activilies

Alumni Association has been publishing Alumni
Newsletter each year and released on the Annual
Alumni meet. Eminent Persons have been inviting to
deliver lecture for the benefit of the members on
Alumni meet and followed by one-day
conference/seminar. Members of Alumni have
been donated their books and journals to Botany to
the Department Library fime to fime. The members
of the Association have instituted different medals,
awards and

running frophies, cash prizes,

scholarships that are awarded each yearon the
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of Annual alumni meet Function to different students
and employees of the Department for their merits
and outstanding achievements in various fields. Also
every year different competitfions have been
the

certificate/prizes were distributed fo the successful

conducted among students and

winners. The alumni members who are
selected/recruited in SSB, OPSC in the Odisha Govt.,
in other national Institute, and students who qualify
NET, JRF and other state/national level examination

also felicitated in the annual alumni meet.
Sources ofIncome

The Annual membership fee of the Association will be
Rs.500/- per member. However, Life membership fee
shall be Rs.2000/- along with the entry fee Amount
collected as Life membership shall be kept as fixed
Deposit. Present P.G. & M. Phil students Annual Entry
fee shall be Rs.200/- per member. The Association
may raise funds by way of contributions, donations,
etc. from members/non-members fo improve the
financial status. Members of the association/non-
members interested to institute
medals/prizes/trophies can deposit the desired
amount with the Association, so that the accrued

bankinterest amount can be utilized for the purpose.
Current Status

Total 450 members are enrolled in the association fill
2020 and total enrolled Life members was 96. Every
year the Alumni reunion and annual funcfion
generally held in the month of January/February.
Alumni association of the department felicitated
eminent teacher/scientist time to time like Dr. S.N.
Padhi, Dr. S.P. Adhikary, Dr. S.B. Padhi and Dr. SK.
Dash in 2016, Prof. B.N. Mishra and Dr. Sarat Misra in
2017, Dr. Niranjan Misra in 2018, Dr. U.C. Biswal in 2019
and Dr. Binod Bihari Misra was felicitated in 2020. The
last annual alumni meeting was held on 16/02/2020

andin the meeting around 180 members

participated out of which 53 are life members of the
association. A healthy discussion was made fo
improve the associafion as well as department
curriculum. This was followed by distribution of
certificates and prizes to successful winners of
various competitions organized by the department.
In the afternoon, the office bearers of the
associations discussed regarding different aspects
of the associations and for the smooth function of it.
In the evening a melodious cultural program was
presented by the students of the department. The
lastissue 2™ Issue of Annual Bulletin was published on

the occasion. Due to COVID-19 restrictions this year,

the schedule of the meetingis yet to be finalized.

Secretary,
Alumni Association,
Department of Botany,

Berhampur University
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A Journey Never Forgottien......

Hrusikesh Panigranhi
Director, AMESABU

...And sometimes, while reminiscing people

say, “Oh | cannot forget this”. Usually, this type of
thought comes when you look at any old
photograph, any old gift from some dear one or any
monument you have not visited for along time and so
on. But in my case, it is something different. Here,
whenever | see my beloved Berhampur University
Campus during my number of visits on different
occasions, old memories just moves in front of me as ¢
film ormovie. Every aspect of the campus, whether it
is old Anand Bazaar, the beautiful “Jhaun Bana”
(Casuarina Jungle), the grand old Admn. Block, the
old Central Library, the University Canteen, or my
dearest Journalism Department which has given me
credit of being the First Gold Medalist in the state in

Master'sin Journalism and Mass Communication.

It all began in the year 1986. Of course, | don't
remember the exact date. | could remember only
that day, was the last date of submission of
application form for admission into Masters in
Journalism and Mass Communications (MJMC]J. At
that point of time, for some reasons | was not at all
interested in applying for the said course. That day,
around twelve O' clock noon, my close friend Mr

Jamulla Suresh came to me with an application form

. Email:
< ContactNumber:

and asked me to fillit up for admission info MJMC in
Berhampur University. Somehow, | couldn't deny him
and filled it up. But | didn't go fo university. He did
everything on my behalf. After somedays the
infimation letter came for admission and my
beloved father Sri Madhusudan Panigrahi who was
a legend in broadcasting and a former Station
Director of All India Radio immediately came to me
with the infimation letter and told me to take

admission inte MIJMC Course.

Afterthat, | made up my mind to go to the university
on the stipulated date for completing the formalities
required for the admission and thereafter started
the real Joumey. As perthe merit list my roll number
was 1 and interestingly. | could not follow a single
word on the first class which was taken by our then
Professor Sri Chintamani Mohapatra on
Comparative Journalism. Somehow, we the
students got dcguainfed with each other and
became friends. Bijay, Rabindra (affectionately
called as Jhuna), Prafulla, Satya, Sanghamitra,
Sivananda and Benu babu, who was much senior to
us. Allwere talented and with a serious scrutiny had
got admission info MJMC. We used to attend the
classes almost every day. By that time | had also
completed M. Sc in Chemistry and BJMC. Very
interestingly this MJMC course was infroduced for
the first time in any University in Eastern India and
there were only 6 to 7 Universities offering this
specialized master's degree Course in entire India
during that time. Berhampur University infroduced
the course for the first time, and we are luckily the
students of first batch. Apart from our Professor Sri

Mahapatra, we had one more Lecturer Dr Dasarathi
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Misra in the department, most decent, soft spoken
and having a Doctorate from IIT in the field of
“Creative Advertising”. Of course, after a few
months of our admission in to MJMC, two other nice
faculty members Sri Sunil Kant Behera and Sri J.
Seshagiri Rao joined our department as lecturers.

Both were conferred Doctorate later.

Now coming to the classes of MIJMC, | could
remember Prof Mohapatra was info Comparative
Journalism, Dasarathi Sir was teaching Advertising
and Public Relations, Sunil Sir was mainly on research
methodology etc and Seshagiri Sir was teaching
Radio, TV etc. All subjects were new but equally
interesting, and it was new to all our faculty members
also. But they were competent enough to feach
journalism in master's level. Hats off to their ccumen
and serious efforts which made all the students of first
batch passed with flying colors and their academic
excellence has been appreciated by professors from
different Universities of Indic. More interestingly, later
we learnt from some University Authorities that, the
Vice Chancellor Mr. M. Y Rado, who was dn
Administrator made the answer papers of almost all
semesters or Final Univerity examinations to get
examined by the experts in different Universifies of the

country.

Sometimes the classes were very interesting and
sometimes we got bored. But later, in my profession as
a broadcaster in Indian Broadcasting Service in All
India Radio, | found the course taught by my revered
teachers very useful. | have experienced it very much
when
“Pakshi” (The Bird) from All India Radio. Though I have

received many National and international Awards in

| was producing a science programme

All India Radio as Producer and Associate Producer,
this programme “Pakshi” brought me laurel by
receiving First Prize in India as the Producer of the First

EverScience Programme Category infroducedin

National Akashvani Annual Award. My studies in
MJIMC helped me in doing methodical research

and producing the programme.

Thereafter, slowly we started experiencing our
classes to be very exciting. Teachers used to start
the class with some sort of gossip and through the
story line they used to take us to the wonderland of
Journalism and Mass Communication. At that time
also, we have been provided with all sorts of facilities
available to us like laboratory Journal printing, one
PTI

microphone facilities for voice rendering and

unit for news collection, Sound box and

testing, outdoor excursion for field study. The
undaunted spirit of the feachers made us to accept
the challenge of being the first batch students. Like
so, the office staff Basanta and Chitta were almost
like our friends and with much interest they were
helping us out of the way whenever and wherever

required.

It was a very personal experience for all of us, the
studentsto getthe regular guidance of the teachers
forthe examination. There were no sample question
papers for us in the University, as we had no senior
batch in MUMC. We didn't know how to appear the
exams. But all the faculty members took much pain
not only fo guide us properly in our studies at par with
national and international standard, but also they
brought question papers and other information
from other universities and made us prepare for the
First Batch MJMC exam.

For me studying MJMC was a challenge. Because
though from High School Certificate onwards | have
a consistent record of 1% Division or 1" Class
throughout my career up to M.Sc., | have never
been a topper in the University. So, being a student
of 1" Batch of MJMC of Berhampur University, |

planned methodically fo succeed not only in theory
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classes but to excel in practical also. MJMC was a
tough and one of the top degrees at that time. Apart
from this, an interesting episode to note, while
studying MIMC | was not getting any financial
support from my father. This was not because of any
constraint imposed on me by my parents, rather it
was a conviction from myside. For my pocket money
and living, | was doing interior decoration
commercially and getting money out of it.
Simultaneously Iwas editing weekly Women's page of
Dainik Asha, the then largest circulated daily of South
Odisha. Sri Chandrasekhar Mchapatro the then
Editor of the daily and Sri Pramod Kumar Panda the
managing editor of the daily requested me to write a
column on Women. | was writing a weekly column on
women psychology and behavicral science entitled
“Banita Kahe” apart from editing the women page

“Banita”.

So, it was a beautiful and challenging experience for
me fo experiment the studies which | was getting from
the classes in two fields. One, as a male person | was
writing for the first time in any daily Odia News Papera

column on Women Psychology and behavioral

science apart from editing the weekly women page.

(Students of 1st batch of MUMC, Berhampur University 1986-87 along with Prof
C. Mohapatroand Dr. D. Mishra and SriJ. S. Rao, Lecturers of Jand MC dept)

Picture courtesy: Dr. Bijay Mishra

Secondly, | have devised a format of Aesthetic
Communication in the field of Interior Decoration,
which | was doing for people commercially. It was a
thrilling experience for me to indulge myself in three

fields simultaneously.

Even Iremember, the day when the result of MJMC
was declared- | was returning from Chennai from an
Interior Decoration assignment. There are many
such memories embroidered with this university.
There after fime passed away. Decades gone. But
whenever | used to visit to Bhanja Bihar campus on
any occasion, allthese sweet memories come to my
mind. Be autiful was the journey of MIMC ajourney |

have neverforgotten.

“Hrusikesh Ponigrahi, a renowned stage anchor of
National fame, along with his wife has anchored
numerous National and international Cultural Festivals. As
a student of 1 batch, he was the 1¥ recipient of two
University Gold Medals from Berhampur University in
Master of Joumalism and Mass Communication in 1987.
This apar, selected through UPSC, Sri Panigrahi was a
professional broadcaster of All India Radio and was info
Indian Brodc asting Programme Service. As a Producer he
has recelved many National Awards in “Akashvani
Annual Awards Competition” including Three 17 prizes in
India. He was Associate Producer of International ABU
Prize programme and two of his Productions were listened

by jury in Iran and Malaysia international Radio Festivals.”
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Elixir of Life

Ram Narayan Panda
Professor of English, Berhampur University, Berhampur 760007, Odisha, India

Like every evening, Darkness
seeps info the leaves, and creeps into the parlours,
Corona, the man-made evil on the prowl,

has already spread its dirty tentacles

across the throat of Humanity, seeming
fo throttle if into exiermination.
But, Good is etemally stronger than Evil,

and Light, stronger than Darkness!

The Heart of Humanity throbs with
Heope, the divine elixir of Life!
Look, the horizon is brightening,

thanks to resilience and perseverance.

The victorious Phoebus smiles above
the dark clouds of despair, even as the
birds croon a requiem for Corona, writ large

on the bright green fields of Endurance.

Email:
Contact Number:
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A life long Impact on a Non-Alumnus by an Unorganized Alumni

Prakash Chandra Mishra
President, AABU

|t was February 2003, and | was spending sleepless
nights feeling guilty of not being able to guide my son
for his board exams. The normal tuition environment
did not suit his needs as a simple walkthrough on
content or tutoring was not the ask. He needed
someone to pay attention to his needs, who could
force him to push beyond what he already knew and
not get complacent. | needed someone who could

change myson's “Know it all* aftitude to “Learnit all”.

The thought of him not getting the right guidance
kept bothering me so much that it had started
impacting my daily work. Having noticed it, cne day
during our lunch time, few of my colleagues inquired
about it. The conversation took the center stage for
the entire lunch time. As we starfed walking our
separate ways torespective classrooms, | felt asigh of
relief having shared something which was eating me

frominside.

As | was bidding my students farewell for the day,
Udgata babu stormed with a couple of boecks in his
hand. Udgata babu was one of the best we had in
our Computer Science department, but more than
that, he was a family friend. He came to know about

my plight from one of my colleagues.

Email:
| ContactNumber:

Even before | could talk, he handed over two books
and a paper with some random page numbers and
questions, which he asked me to share with my son.
Before | could thank him, he told me that he could

spare an hour on alternate days to guide my son.

In the next one week, help started pouring, my son
was spending the entire day at university library,
getting one on one fime from my colleagues and
students. During their free time, they used to pitchin
to help him with his doubts and he was utilizing the
opportunity to learn from the best the university had
to offer. Not only did he make good of that time, but
he also made life-long mentors and friends in those
two weeks, He returned to few of them for help and

guidance furtherinlife.

At a time when there were hardly any insfitutes in
India offering any such programs, he spent two
months under Udgata babu in 2009 to do research
on artificial intelligence. He stayed at one of my
students’ place while looking out for
accommodation in Pune for his first job in 2009. He
reached out to some of his mentors after a decade
in 2013, when he wanted o join an MBA program
and followed a similar routine for 2 weeks prior to
joining his MBA. There are lot many other names to
mention here including the likes of Subhendu Babu,
Subudhi Babu, Santosh Babu etc., who have played

aninstrumentalrole in what heis today.

All through these years, he has been immensely
impacted by the alumni of Berhampur University in
different aspects of his life. Even though he does not
belong to the fraternity directly, he has had life

changinginfluencers from the university, guiding
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him from darkness to light, standing true to the
university motto. When a non-alumnus draws so many
benefits from an unorganized alumni network,
imagination is the only limit to the impact an alumnus

can experience from an organized network.

Seeing through the lens of my son, | easily uncovered
the kind of life changing impact we have been
making as part of the university. When each one of us
come fogether to formalize our efforts under one
umbrella, there will be a wider reach and a bigger
impact we can make in helping each other out and
thereby improving the ecosystem we thrive in. With
that as the context, | would earnestly request all
members of the Berhampur University fraternity to
pifch in this endeavor of ours o institutionalize our
efforts to benefit our own. We are open fo
suggestions on the channel you would like to

confribute.

Time is the biggest asset anyone has, and it is
sometimes not easy to realize that one hour of our
time may be a life changing event for another. We
have received suggestions from few of you to
organize webinars in different fields of interest. We
welcome this suggestion and are looking forward for
people who can contribute their wisdom or
knowledge on key areas of interest. If you feel you
can contribute few hours to uplift the life of a fellow
alumnus through any manner, please reach out to us
at our official email id with clear details on areas of
interest/expertise, current organization of work and

contact details.
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Digital Initiatives in Higher Education

Abhimanyu Pradhan
Assistant Librarian, R.P. Padhi Library, Berhampur University

India has the world's third-largest higher education

system after the USA and China. It currently has more
than 1043 universities, 42343 colleges with 3.85 crore
students, and 15.03 lacs teachers (as per AISHE, 2019-
20). The Indian higher education sector is presently
undergoing a rapid transformation process. Digital
content and smart classrooms are becoming an
integral part of education. The Government of India
has launched several initiatives and made significant
investments in higher education to digitise
educational content and delivery via information
and communication technelogy (ICT). Govt. of India
has taken several digital initiatives that are highly
needed to improve the qudlity of higher education.

These are:
e-PG Pathshala: (https://epgp.inflibnet.ac.in/)

e-PG Pathshala is a portal developed by the Ministry
of Education as part of its National Mission on
Education through ICT (NME-ICT). This initiative aims to
develop high-quality, curriculum-based, interactive
content for postgraduate students in various
disciplines. Students and teachers can use this portal

to access video lectures and study materials.

I

Email:
ContactNumber:

e-Adhyayan: (https://epgp.inflionet.ac.in/)

It is a platform that offers over 700 e-Books for Post-
Graduate Courses. The e-Books are all based on e-
PG Pathshala courses. It also facilitates a play-list of

video content.
SWAYAM: (www.swayam.gov.in)

SWAYAM stands for “Study Webs of Active Learning
for Young Aspiring Minds" is an Indian Massive Open
Online Course (MOOC] platform offering online
courses on dll disciplines such as Engineering, Law,
Management, Humanities, and Social Sciences and
Professional Courses, SWAYAM courses covering
from Class 2 to Postgraduate level can be accessed
by anyone, anytime and anywhere, using the IT-
based platform free of cost. It also encourages the

faculty membersto develop online courses.
SWAY AM Prab ha: (www.swayamprabha.gov.in)

SWAYAM Prabha provides 32 high-quality
educational channels via DTH across the length and
breadth of the country on 24x7 basis. It offers
curriculum-based course content in a variety of
disciplines. NPTEL, IITs, UGC, CEC, IGNOU, NCERT,
and NIOS provide content for SWAYAM Prabha. The
INFLIBNET Centre in Gandhinagar is responsible for
the upkeep of this website.

Vidya-Mitra: (https://content.inflibnet.ac.in/)

Vidya-Mitra is an online portal that allows to search
and browse the e-content. This portal allows users to
access various assefs, such as audio and video
textual materials, and

learning resources,

multimediaresources, through asingle inferface.

15| Page



National Digital Library of India (NDLI):
(https://ndl.iitkgp.ac.in/)

It is a virtual repository of learning resources, with
educational materials ranging from elementary to
postgraduate levels. It is a single-window search
platform that allows users to find all types of resources
in all subjects, such as books, audiobooks/lectures,
lectures,

video lecture presentations/notes,

simulations, question papers and solutions etc.

Research Project Database:

(https://www.inflibnet.ac.in/researchproject/)

The Information and Library Network (INFLIBINET)
Centre developed the Research Project Database. It
describes completed and ongoing funded projects
carried out by various faculty members at various
universities in India. It currently contains information
on over 13600 research projects funded by various
funding agencies such as UGC, ICAR, ICMR, DST, and
DBT, among others. Details about the project have
been gathered from the project directors and
funding agencies.

Shodhganga: (https://shodhganga.inflionet.ac.in/}

The INFLIBNET Centre created Shodhganga, a digital

repository of Indian Electronic Theses and
Dissertations. It provides a platform for research
students o submit their Ph.D. theses and makes open

access available to the entire scholarly community.
e-ShodhSindhu: (https://ess.inflibnet.ac.in/)

The e-ShodhSindhu provides its members with current
and archival access to peer-reviewed journals and a
variety of bibliographic, citation, and factual
databases in various disciplines from a large number

of publishers and aggregators.

ShodhShudhhi:
(https://shodhshuddhi.inflibnet.ac.in/)

The Ministry of Education, Government of India, has
launched the “ShodhSuddhi” programme, which
provides access to Plagiarism Detection Software
(PDS) to all universities/institutions in India. Ouriginal
(formerly known as URKUND), a Web-based
Plagiarism Detfection Software System, is being
provided to all users of universities/Intuitions in the

country as part of thisinitiative.
VIDWAN: (https://vidwan.inflionet.ac.in/)

VIDWAN is a database that contains profiles of
scientists, researchers, and faculty members who
work at wvarious academic institutions and R&D
organisations in India. It displays important
informatiocn about the expert's background,
information,
skills

reseadrcheridentity, and so on. The database would

confact experience, scholarly

publications, and accomplishments,
be useful in selecting expert panels for various
committees and taskforces established by Ministries
/ Govermnment establishments for monitoring and

evaluation purposes.

indian Research informalion Network System
(IRINS): (https://irins.org/irins/)

The Information and Library Network (INFLIBNET)
Cenfre created IRINS, a web-based Research
Information Management (RIM) service. The portal
enables academic, R&D organisations, faculty
members, and scientists to collect, curate, and
showcase scholarly communication activities, and
provide an opportunity to establish a scholarly
network. The IRINS is available to academic and
research organisations in India as free software-as-

a-service.
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E-Yantra: (https://www.e-yantra.org/)

In collaboration with IT Bombay, it enables effective
education on embedded systems and robofics
across engineering colleges in India. IIT Bombay's
initiative aims fo frain the next generation of
embedded systems engineers with a practical
mindset to help provide practical solutions to real-

world problems.
Virtual Labs: (https://www.vlab.co.in/)

It is implemented by IIT Delhi and allows remote
access fto labs in various science and engineering
disciplines. Experiments that are web-enabled and
designed forremote operation.

FOSSEE: (https://fossee.in/)

Itis an acronym that stand for Free and Open-Source
Software for Education. FOSSEE advocates for using
open-source software in educational instituticns to
improve educational quality by reducing reliance on

proprietary software.

National Academic Depository (NAD):
(https://nad.gov.in/)

This portal serves as an online store for all academic
awards. The National Academic Depository (NAD) is
a 24-hour online storage facility for all academic
awards, such as certificates, diplomas, degrees,
mark-sheets, and so on, that have been duly digitised
and lodged by academic institutions/ boards/

eligibility assessment bodies.

Spoken Tutorial: (https://spoken-tutorial.org/)

Spoken Tutorial is a portal for educational content.
This welbsite teaches readers about various free and

open-source software.

Digitalization has aided in the tfransmission of
education in a more fimely, efficient, and cost-

effective manner. These initiatives will significantly

improve the teaching and learning process now
and in the future. It will make both students and
teachers more comfortable. Students will learn

more effectively, and teachers will be able to do

theirjobs more efficiently.
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Achievers

Mr. Satya S. Trpathy

Chancellor, KISS University, Odisha
Secretary General of the UNEP

Prof. Bhabani P. Panda

Director, KIIT School of Law
Former VC of MNLU, Mumbai

-
Prof. Arun K. Pati

World Rank in Top 2% Scientists listed by the

Stanford University, USA
HCRI, Allahabad India

Prof. Deepak K. Behera

Vice Chancellor, KISS University, Odisha
Former VC of BU and SU

Mr. Bibekananda Sarkar

Indian Administrative Officer
Punjab Cadre

Dr. Kailash C. Sahu

Astronomer
Space Telescope Science Institute, USA
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Recent Achievers

Dr. Biraja Kumar Sahu Dr. Rabindra Kumar Sahoo Dr. Nihar Kanta Sahoo
Ph.D. in Marine Science Ph.D. in Marine Science Ph.D. in Electronic Science
Scientist Scientist-D Research Engineer
CSIR- National Institute of National Centre for Coastal Numeregion Pvt. Ltd., Pune
Oceanography Research

L ]
Dr. Rajanikant Swain Seema Das Isha Patro
Ph.D. in Electronic Science P.G. (Financial Management) P.G. (Financial Management)
Senior RF Engineer Assistant Professor Associate HR
VVDN Tech. Pvt. Lid., Arka Jain University Million Talents Technologies
Bhubaneswar Pvi. Lid.
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A Journey from Berhampur University to University of Connecticut, Storrs, USA

| am Pragati Rout andam 25 years old. My father's
name is Pramod Rout and Mother's hame is
Nirupama Rout. | was born in Jodhpur, Rajasthan
but raised in Berhampur, Odisha. | finished my
formal schooling at Army Public School, Gopalpur
followed by my B.Sc. in Chemistry at MM
Mahavidyala, Berhampur before moving fo
Berhampur University for my M.Sc. in chemistry.
Getfting an opportunity to study Masters in
(Dr.)

Laxmidhar Rout, was the furning point of my

Chemistry under the guidance of Prof.

career. Not only did | get access to a well-
equipped laboratory, but also got to work on new
technigues and compositions. | worked on my
master's thesis which was focused on the acetyl
derivative of Cotarnine. This further enabled me to
work as a part of Dr. Rout's team on “Metal Free
Activation of C (SP) -H Bond, Practical and Rapid
1-Substituted-1,2,3,4

Tetrahydroisoquinolines,” which was published in

Synthesis of Privileged

the European Journal of Organic chemistry
(EurJOC). Throughout my time at the University
laboratory, the tools and technology available
and my adroitness with these tools facilitated my
experiments via precision, analysis, and chemical

identification.

Based upon the research activities at Berhampur
University | have accepted the admission offer to
pursue my doctoral research in Chemistry at
University of Connecticut, Storrs, USA. |had to defer
my admission from fall 2020 to fall 2021 due to the
COVID pandemic. | am now delighted to start my
doctoral program in August. My research project

primarily aims at using organic synthesis in material

Sciences, which can give rise to novel materials
that can be efficient and environmental friendly. |
will be working on replacing copper wires with
graphene wires, developed from graphite, as
graphene will be much more conductive than
copper and weigh lessin comparison. This should in

some ways even affect the production costs of the

materials used in electric wires.

| have met Prof. Govinda J. Chakrapani, Vice-
Chancellor, Berhampur University on 9" August
2021 at Vice-Chancellors office before leaving
USA on 11" August 2021. He advised me to focus on
quality research and blessed for bright future. On
that occasion also Dr. Surendra Sethy, Confroller of
Examinations, Dr. Saroj Kumar Dash, Assistant
Registrar and other staff members of Berhampur
University congratulated me for my achievement. |
am very much thankful to my guide Dr. L. D. Rout
and other teaching and non-teaching members
of Department of Chemistry for their support and

encouragement during my M.Sc. degree.

Miss Pragati Rout

M.Sc. Chemistry (2016-18)

Current Position: Research Scholar
University of Connecticut, Storrs, USA
E-Mail: pragatirout22@gmail.com
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Bikash Ranjan Swain

2 year

P.G. Department of Commerce
Berhampur University x
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Sradhanjali,

“The Soul of Man Is
immortal and imperishable”

Picture Courtesy: Sakti Ranjan Dash, Department of Commerce, BU




We Remember You Fondly... ...

Sri Jirmiya Nayak
Peon
DoD: 16.08.2021
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Life at BU... ...
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Address for Communication

Alumni Office, Room No. 16 & 17, 1° Floor, New MBA Building,
Berhampur University, Bhanja Bihar, Berhampur-760 007, India
Website : hitp://www.bamu.nic.in/Alumni
E-mail : alumnus@buodisha.edu.in
’ Contact No/Whatsup No. : 91-8908253479

Facebook Page: hitps://www.facebook.com/Alumni-Association-of-Berhampur-University



