
Background

We all know that national integration remains a crucial issue in India, even though we boast of a

civilization that is nearly 5000 years old. Despite sharing a shared culture for many years, religious

and  linguistic  diversities  have  often  generated  tensions  and  conflicts  amongst  different

communities.  The divisive  forces  and factors  pose a  challenge  to  national  integrity.  Therefore,

conscious efforts will have to be made by all concerned to preserve India’s unity and integrity. In

this backdrop, National Integration Camps (NIC) at various places across the country are organized

by the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Govt. of India. In each NIC, youths from different

regions of all states and UTs come together and participate in multi-faceted activities for seven

days.

 

It is expected that these camps will provide a platform wherein youth share the threats posed to the

nation by divisive forces and work out the strategies for combating them. Besides, they also discuss

the youth situation,  problems, developmental challenges, and opportunities.  It  would enable the

young  people  to  understand  and  enjoy  the  rich  pluralistic  diversities  and  also  appreciate  the

underlying current of oneness and unity in these diversities. It is also expected that the participating

youth  will  have  a  good  understanding  and  perspective  after  attending  the  camp.  They  will

understand that National Unity and Integrity are imperative for the furtherance of democracy and

development.  In  turn,  they  resolve  to  put  all  efforts  into  promoting  Sadbhawna,  peace,  and

brotherhood and, subsequently, come together to strengthen the democracy and development of the

nation.  In this context, a NIC was organized at Berhampur University from June 3rd to June 9th,

2022, with NSS participants across the country. 



Brief Activity Report

On the first day, the camp started with an inaugural function where the Vice-Chancellor, Prof.(Dr.)

Geetanjali  Dash  presided  over  the  meeting.  The  Honorable  MP Shri.  Chandra  Sekhar  Sahu,

Berhampur Loksabha Constituency, Honorable MLA Shri. Bikram Kumar Panda, Mayor of BeMC,

Smt. Sanghamitra Dalei, Deputy-Mayor Shri. Vivek Reddy, Registrar, Berhampur University, Shri.

Pradip Kumar Mishra, OAS (SAG), PC, SOA University, Prof.(Dr.) Nachieketa K. Sharma, SNO,

Govt. Of Odisha, Dr. Ramesh Chandra Behera, APA, NSS Regional Directorate, Bhubaneswar, Ms.

Sarita Patel, and Principal Women’s College, Rayagada, Dr. Archana Patnaik, graced the occasion.

The meeting was followed by a cultural function presented by volunteers from different states.

Many intellectual sessions were conducted in the camp to enlighten the volunteers. Vice-Chancellor,

Berhampur  University,  Prof.(Dr.)  Geetanjali  Dash delivered  a  talk  on  Women’s  Empowerment,

Prof.(Dr.)  Nachiketa  Sharma  discussed  the  role  of  youth  in  Nation  Building.  Dr.  Hrushikesh

Panigrahy, CEO of Ame Sabu Odia, explained the pros and cons of social media to volunteers. Dr.

D.  K.  Mohannty,  an  eminent  educationist  of  Odisha,  conducted  a  session  on  Ajadi  ki  Amrut



Mahotsav.  Shri.  Madhu  Sudan  Das,  the  state  convener  of  NYP,  addressed  the  volunteers  on

leadership.

The volunteers showcased their  culture,  traditional attire,  dance,  songs, food, etc.,  in the camp.

Competitions  such  as  debate,  singing,  essay  writing,  rangoli,  etc.,  were  conducted  among  the

participants. NIC gave them the platform through which the volunteers and their POs showcased

their talent, making the week-long NIC vibrant and lively. Every day the volunteers were used to

assemble at the university playground where the NSS flag was hoisted. After the flag hoisting, the

participants  took part  in  yoga.  On Day 2,  the participants  cleaned the campus.  The volunteers

cleaned Gopalpur Beach on Day 3. On day 5, the participants were taken to Tara-Tarini temple and

Tampera Lake. A NIC rally was organized in Berhampur Town. The rally was flagged off by Dr.

Ramesh  Chandra  Chyau  Patnaik,  Chairman  of  OBCWWB.  Smt  Sanghamitra  Dalei,  Mayor  of

BeMC,  received  the  rally  at  Ramalingam Park.  BeMC Commissioner  Dr.  Siddeshwar  Baliram

Bondar, IAS, addressed the gathering inside the park. A Laser Show was displayed for volunteers’

entertainment, encompassing the Ganjam District’s rich heritage. Shri. Dinabandhu Mohanty, DPO

Kandhamal District, Smt. Swarnalata Patnaik, DPO Ganjam District, Shri. Kishore Chandra Behera,

DPO  Koraput  District,  Shri.  Satish  Naik,  Ex-DPO,  Ganjam  District,  Smt.  S.  Rupalaxmi,  PO,

Gopalpur  College,  and  volunteers  from  P.  G.  Departments  of  Berhampur  University  played  a

commendable role in making the camp successful.

On the last day of the camp, the valedictory session was conducted. All the participants attended the

meeting in traditional costumes. The meeting was presided over by the Vice-Chancellor, Prof.(Dr.)

Geetanjali Dash. Dr. Kamal Kumar Kar, APA, NSS Directorate, New Delhi, Govt. Of India, was the

chief guest of the function. The chief guest distributed certificates and prizes to the outstanding

volunteers & POs for their contributions to society in general and national building in particular.

The volunteers provided feedback on the NIC in the meeting. Further, they are informed about

ventilating the message of the NIC camp in their area to uplift the oppressed people. The meeting

ended with a vote of thanks to the chairs by Dr. Archana Patnaik, Principal, Rayagada Women’s

College, Rayagada.



Snippets

Lighting the Lamp by the Vice-Chancellor, Prof.(Dr.) Geetanjali Dash on Inaugural Day 
of the NIC



Inaugural Address by Honorable MP Shri. Chandra Sekhar Sahu, Berhampur 
Loksabha Constituency

Campus Cleaning by NIC Team



World Environment Day in the NIC observed by Plantation of Saplings

Morning Yoga by NIC Team



NSS Flag Hoisting by Youth Officer Shri. N. C. Deori, NSS Regional Directorate, Govt. Of India, 
BBSR

Cleaning of Gopalpur Sea Beach by NIC Team



Sand Art by NIC Team at Gopalpur Beach

Interaction with NSS Volunteers and Villagers of Boxipalli (Adopted Village) of Gopalpur College, 
Gopalpur



Intellectual Session addressed by the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Geetanjali Dash

Intellectual Session addressed by Dr. Hrushikesh Panigrahy



NIC Team on Field Trip to Tara-Tarini Temple, Purushottampur, Ganjam

Intellectual Session Addressed by Shri. Madhu Sudan Das, Convener NYP, Odisha



NIC Team at Tampera Lake for Mass Boating (Adventure Programme), Chatrapur, Ganjam

NIC Mass Rally From Sanskruti Bhavan to Ramalingam Park, Berhampur (2kms)



BeMC Commissioner and Mayor Addressing the NIC Team at Ramalingam 
Park on the eve of NIC Mass Rally

Valedictory Function: Organising Members and Contingent Leaders Felicitation




